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Book Symposium

The Fracturing of the
American Corporate Elite
Harvard University Press

Mark S. Mizruchi

The Irony of Twenty-First
Century Pluralism

William G. Roy
University of California – Los Angeles
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The book’s singular theoretical
achievement is to show that
both pluralists and power elitists
erred in assuming that the decay
of corporate unity would
enhance democracy. In fact, the
opposite has come to pass.
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Labor and The Fracturing of
the American Corporate Elite

Judith Stepan-Norris
University of California – Irvine
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I would argue that inter-class
and intra-class struggles explain
more of the developments than
Mizruchi admits.
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Comments on The Fracturing of
the American Corporate Elite

Anthony S. Chen
Northwestern University
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...it is worth asking whether his
evidence shows that corporate
leaders during the postwar
period exercised “leadership and
vision” in a way that contributed
independently to stability,
security, equality, and affluence
in the United States. Did they
really ever act, or were they
mostly acted upon? Did they
lead, or did they follow?
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Are Bankers the Philosopher-
Kings of Capitalism?
Reactions to The Fracturing of
the American Corporate Elite

Bruce G. Carruthers
Northwestern University
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Response to Critics

Mark S. Mizruchi
University of Michigan
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The corporate elite of the
postwar period faced
constraints that today’s elites
do not—in particular a highly
legitimate government and a
relatively strong labor
movement.
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...the corporate elite of the
postwar period was concerned
with its self-interest. There is
no disputing that. But it was
self-interest with a set of limits
regarding not only what was
possible, but also what was
reasonable.
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Book Symposium

The Land of Too Much:
American Abundance and the
Paradox of Poverty
Harvard University Press

By: Monica Prasad

Comments on The Land of Too
Much

Greta Krippner
University of Michigan
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I think Prasad overstates the
continuities between the
immediate post-war decades
and the post-1970s period...the
magnitude of the growth of
credit in the U.S. economy in the
period after the 1970s swamps
changes in the use of credit
prior to this period.
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Reflections on The Land of Too
Much

Elisabeth Clemens
University of Chicago
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...a problematic aspect of the
structure of the analysis should
be noted. Competing theories
are eliminated on the basis of
cross-national comparison
rather than repeatedly re-
adjudicated in the context of the
American case.
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Prasad has made a masterful
case that the trajectory of state
development in the United
States cannot be understood in
the absence of attention to
agrarian populism – that it is a
necessary cause for producing
the political world we have
inherited. I am persuaded, but
would argue that the specific
paths of that influence need to
be more carefully delimited,
temporally constrained, and
considered within combinatorial
explanations.
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Author's response

Monica Prasad
Northwestern University
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If we only start our investigation
in the 1970s...we end up
concluding that even the left in
the United States favors the
market, and there are no other
possibilities for politics because
American culture excludes those
possibilities. But if we look
further back in history, we
understand why the left in the
1970s favored financial
deregulation: it was not an
ideological preference for the
market, but a pragmatic
attempt to expand opportunities
for those who had been
excluded from a very particular
kind of political economy.
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Americans throughout the
twentieth century were as
vociferous about using the state
in the public interest, and
against capital and the market,
as Europeans, but the forms this
intervention took were very
different in the U.S. because the
U.S. was dealing with very
different problems.
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Book Symposium

The Emergence of
Organizations and Markets
Princeton University Press

John F. Padgett and Walter W. Powell

The Emergence of
Organizations and Markets:
An Agenda-Setting Book

James Mahoney
Northwestern University
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Crucially, one does not have to
understand the biochemistry
roots of this argument to
appreciate the basic Padgett-
Powell model of economic
production. The model is
basically as follows: Firms are
containers of skills. Skills are
rules. Skills change products
into new products. Trade
involves the movement of
products through firms, which
can change skills. This model is
useful for understanding the co-
evolution and co-constitution of
products and organizations.
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Comments on The Emergence
of Organizations and Markets

Katherine Stovel
University of Washington
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Comments on The Emergence
of Organizations and Markets

Brayden King
Northwestern University

I view this as an important book
that offers a needed corrective
to the variable/attribute
centered approach that
dominates much of American
sociology. That said, I think that
the long-term impact of this
book depends on the extent to
which others find ways to
extract and develop some of the
powerful ideas embedded within
the dense pages.



Page 53

Trajectories The Emergence of Organizations and Markets

Fall 2014 · Vol 26 · No 1



Page 54

Trajectories The Emergence of Organizations and Markets

Fall 2014 · Vol 26 · No 1



Page 55

Trajectories The Emergence of Organizations and Markets

Fall 2014 · Vol 26 · No 1



Page 56

Trajectories The Emergence of Organizations and Markets

Fall 2014 · Vol 26 · No 1

Response to Critics

Woody Powell
Stanford University

I would like to take the
theoretical machinery from this
book as it describes actors as
concatenations and retheorize it
from the bottom up. On a more
micro-level, I think there is more
to be gained from incorporating
the human mindset and
passions into the creation of
novelty.
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...for us, autocatalysis is not
chemistry, it is life, and it is
fundamentally social.
Autocatalysis helps us with our
larger theoretical ambition that
we are pursuing in our
continuing work - a general
theory of development that
operates at multiple levels and
has different rules, speciation,
and selection at those different
levels.
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Response to Critics

John F. Padgett
University of Chicago
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To study novelty within the
conceptual frame of life is to
yank our individualistic minds
out of their naturally egocentric
gestalts toward the larger chain
reactions of (transformational)
flows into which all of our
(heterogeneous) minds are
linked.
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...we want not to eliminate
agency at all but to endogenize
actors—by situating their
emergence and evolution within
learning from their own
histories (both macro and
micro). In other words, we want
to open up the solid-object black
box of agency, to look inside
and to see how its components
are moving through time,
thereby constructing the
“objects” we call actors, both at
the time scale of biographical
time and at the time scale of
historical time. History is not
separate from individuals;
history works through and
within individuals.



Page 65

Trajectories The Emergence of Organizations and Markets

Fall 2014 · Vol 26 · No 1



Page 66

Trajectories The Emergence of Organizations and Markets

Fall 2014 · Vol 26 · No 1



Page 67

Trajectories The Emergence of Organizations and Markets

Fall 2014 · Vol 26 · No 1

Building, testing and extending
theory to us means doing
careful, historically
contextualized, and parallel
case studies. An easy and lazy
count of “adoption rates” won’t
do. This is because explanatory
theory to us is about dynamic
processes and generative
mechanisms, not about
correlations.If such intellectual
labor limits the speed of our
own theory’s adoption, then so
be it. We care more about the
long-run anyway.
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Book Symposium

Waves of War
Nationalism, State Formation, and
Ethnic Exclusion in the Modern World
Cambridge University Press

Andreas Wimmer

Comments on Waves of War

Jack A. Goldstone
Woodrow Wilson Center
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Wimmer has sought to turn
around Charles Tilly’s famous
claim that state-making is tied
to wars; Wimmer instead insists
that both modern nation-state
making and wars are the result
of nationalist aspirations
clashing with older imperial
state forms or with competing
nationalisms. Yet the analysis
completely overlooks another of
Tilly’s major topics – the role of
revolutions in history.
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Comments on Waves of War

Mabel Berezin
Cornell University
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A weakness of analytic models
and mechanisms is that they
tend to be a-historical and a-
temporal, that is they attenuate
the effects of context and
culture. While Waves of War
covers the entire modern
period, the internal processes of
change and development that
contribute to thick cultures and
continuities are not part of the
analysis. As this is a book of
comparative historical political
sociology, the absence of
history—in the form of context
stands out. As the relationship
between war, ethnic conflict and
nationalism is the core of the
book, I kept asking myself what
we might learn if we applied this
model to Putin and the Ukraine,
to Gaza, or to ISIS.
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Author’s Response

Andreas Wimmer
Princeton University
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In short, Waves of War shows
that the spread of the like-over-
like principle and the formation
of nation-states have been
driving forces behind civil and
interstate war...
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...even where the transition to
the nation-state occurred
gradually and in a negotiated
and agreed manner, such as in
Sweden or Botswana, the result
is a profound re-configuration of
the power structure, brought
about by the new cross-class
alliances that Goldstone
emphasizes. In this broad
understanding of “revolution”,
almost every transition to the
nation-state is revolutionary —
and the book is indeed about
the causes and consequences of
the national revolution, broadly
defined, around the world.
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Statistical analysis is certainly
a-contextual—it has to be to
achieve its aims—but this
doesn’t mean that it cannot
uncover cases and groups of
cases in which contextual
matters appear to make history
work differently than “on
average.”
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Comment

World Hegemonic Crises and
Rising Tides of Secessionism

Sahan Savas Karatasli
Johns Hopkins University
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Conference Report

Religious Wars in
Early Modern Europe
and Contemporary Islam
Institute for Religion, Culture, and Public Life, Columbia University;

RESET Dialogues on Civilization; and the Graduate Center, CUNY

New York: October 23-24, 2014
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Section News

ASA Joint Mentoring Event
Organized by the Comparative and Historical and

Global/Transnational Sections

August 18th, 2014
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New Publications

Articles and Chapters
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New Publications

Books and Edited Volumes

Mobilizing Democracy:
Globalization and Citizen Protest
Johns Hopkins University Press, 2014

Paul D. Almeida
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The Power of Market
Fundamentalism:
Karl Polanyi's Critique
Harvard University Press, 2014

Fred Block and Margaret R. Somers

Seeing Through the Eyes of the
Polish Revolution: Solidarity and
the Struggle Against Communism
in Poland.
Brill and Haymarket Press, 2014

Jack M. Bloom

Contention and the Dynamics of
Inequality in Mexico, 1910-2010
Cambridge University Press, 2014

Viviane Brachet-Marquez
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Between Monopoly and Free Trade:
The English East India Company,
1600–1757
Princeton University Press, 2014

Emily Erikson

Denial of Violence: Ottoman Past,
Turkish Present, and Collective
Violence against the Armenians,
1789-2009
Oxford University Press, 2014

Fatma Muge Gocek
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Searching for the Spirit of American
Democracy: Max Weber's Analysis of
a Unique Political Culture, Past,
Present, and Future
Paradigm Publishers, 2014

Stephen Kalberg

Globalizing Knowledge:
Intellectuals, Universities and
Publics in Transformation
Stanford University Press, 2014

Michael D. Kennedy

European Glocalization in Global
Context
Palgrave Macmillan, 2015

Roland Robertson (editor)
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Racism, Class and the Racialized
Outsider
Palgrave Macmillan, 2014

Satnam Virdee

Inside China's Automobile Factories:
The Politics of Labor and Worker
Resistance
Cambridge University Press, 2014

Lu Zhang
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Section News

Announcements

Call for Papers

Grant Announcement

Book Awards

Confucianism as a World Religion:

Contested Histories and Contemporary

Realities

Princeton University Press, 2013
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PhDs on the Market

Rachael J. Russell
University of California, Irvine
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Yao Li
Johns Hopkins University

PhDs on the Market
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Coming up in
the Spring Issue of

Book Symposia from the Social Science History
Association Annual Meeting in Toronto

The long-awaited revival of the
"Identities" biographical feature

Reviews of Culling the Masses
by David Scott FitzGerald

and
David Cook-Martin

And Much
More!




