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Israel / Palestine
Kevan Harris
University of California – Los Angeles

Genocide
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University of Arizona
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Book Symposium

Fallout: nuclear diplomacy
in an age of global fracture
University of Chicago Press

Grégoire Mallard

Ulysses and the Nuclear
Diplomats

Julia Adams
Yale University
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Fallout’s most exciting
innovation is the emphasis on
ambiguity and opacity as a key
strategy that actors adopt in
international affairs.
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Review of Fallout

Ron Levi
University of Toronto
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Mallard’s choice of method
allows him to break new
methodological and conceptual
ground in the sociology of
international law. He is able to
combine attention and
faithfulness to legal texts (in
this case, the writing of
international treaties) with
attention to the social position
of those who negotiate and write
them. In so doing, he avoids
being ensnared in textism while
also evading the parallel trap of
ignoring the power of legal form.
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Comments on Fallout

Nitsan Chorev
Brown University
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Fallout is not only useful, but
also insightful, while still,
inevitably, leaving some
important questions open.
Maybe more centrally, is the
question of the mechanisms of
power. Fallout is surprisingly
ambiguous in addressing the
relations between how
agreements are written and who
wrote them.
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Comments on Fallout

Antoine Vauchez
Université Paris 1-Sorbonne
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...nuclear treaties involve a
rather simplified diplomatic
game with very few relevant
players - a handful of scientists,
some military experts and a lot
of diplomats. This is probably
the reason why Fallout somehow
underestimates legal
interpretation and its relatively
autonomous dynamics when it
comes to making sense of
international treaties.
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Response to Critics

Grégoire Mallard
Graduate Institute of International and
Development Studies, Geneva
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I do not consider that it is the
written sentence of a text that is
transparent, ambiguous or
opaque. I attach these
adjectives to discourse rather
than text: discourse about what
the text says, e.g.
interpretations found in
transcripts of conversations,
written commentaries published
in law journals, in other words,
all the text, sub-texts and
accompanying texts that
surround a treaty itself and
embed its meaning in a network
of interpretations. Thus, what I
consider transparent, ambiguous
or opaque is this network of
interpretations...
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After reading about Edward
Snowden’s revelations, and the
US reaction to the Wikileaks
disclosure, it seems to me that
transparency is imposed upon
the citizens of most democracies
and authoritarian states, while
the governments still keep
opaque most of their activities.
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Book Symposium

The origins of global
humanitarianism:
religion, empires, and advocacy
Cambridge University Press

Peter Stamatov

Comments on The Origins of
Global Humanitarianism

John R. Hall
University of California – Davis
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Stamatov’s approach both
traces detailed historical
developments and zeroes in on
key historical “break points”
where the character of the
dynamic, practice, or cultural
structure shifts – where the
explanatory challenge is to
figure out why the shift
occurred.
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Comments on The Origins of
Global Humanitarianism

Jonathan D. Sassi
College of Staten Island, CUNY
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...I wonder if there was a
particular set of Christian
doctrines or developments in
theology that we might identify
as having motivated the birth of
long-distance humanitarianism
more specifically than a general
concern for salvation.
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Comment on The Origins of
Global Humanitarianism

Bryan Turner
The Graduate Center, CUNY
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Whereas much critical historical
research sees religious groups
combining with colonial forces
to subjugate indigenous peoples
in order to spread Christianity,
Stamatov provides a compelling
account of how religion was
instrumental in forging "global
humanitarianism."
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Reply to Critics

Peter Stamatov
Yale University
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The road towards a more
“democratic” humanitarianism
didn’t spring organically from
the widening democratic
participation, but was in a sense
a historically contingent by-
product of political actors’
search for most effective
practices.
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Book Symposium

Sinews of the nation:
constructing Irish and Zionist bonds
in the United States
Polity Press

Dan Lainer-Vos

Cultural Forms of Resource
Mobilization and their
Consequences

Lyn Spillman
University of Notre Dame
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...the focus on nations as
organizational accomplishments
makes a genuinely important
step beyond existing
scholarship, which usually
emphasizes either the cultural
construction (and challenge) of
shared symbols and rituals or
the politics of integration and
separation, often taking for
granted the processes of
resource mobilization involved.
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Comments on Sinews of the
Nation

Elizabeth Popp Berman
University at Albany, SUNY
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In veering away from the grand,
macrohistorical explanations of
a Barrington Moore or a Theda
Skocpol, we have moved more
and more toward contingency,
small-scale patterns, and local
mechanisms. As much as we
might admire classic
comparative-historical works,
how many of us really believe
that revolutions, or the
emergence of capitalism, or
democracy, or whatever other
standard problem of
comparative-historical sociology
can be explained by the
presence or absence of a
handful of factors?
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Having abandoned
macrohistorical explanation, but
unwilling to follow historians
and fully embrace contingency,
we risk becoming mediocre
historians with a penchant for
abstraction.
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Comments on Sinews of the
Nation

Bart Bonikowski
Harvard University
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One implicit (and on occasion,
explicit) claim in the book is
that economic exchange is an
integral element of nation-
building in general. I wonder,
however, whether this is
actually the case and, if so, on
what kinds of transactions
scholars should focus when
studying other cases, such as
the early American republic or
post-Revolutionary France.
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Author’s Response

Dan Lainer-Vos
University of Southern California

Under the influence of the works
of Barrington Moore and Theda
Skocpol, and of multivariate
analysis more generally, we
almost automatically seek
explanations in similarities and
differences in initial conditions
and outcomes...Trying to make
sense of my data, however, I
became increasingly skeptical
about this approach.
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Yes, we run the risk of becoming
“mediocre historians with a
penchant for abstraction,” but
this is not all too bad (if we take
away the “mediocre” at least…).
We have a lot to learn from
historians, especially when it
comes to not letting theory take
the front seat in our accounts.
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I believe that there is room for
growth in what can be called
“transactional nation building,”
i.e., an investigation into the
various relational mechanisms
that allow the diverse members
of the nation to cooperate and
take part in the national project.
The bonds that stand at the
center of Sinews of the Nation
are obviously exceptional ...
Extending this research to other
transactional instruments and
other (within-homeland)
settings presents a great
opportunity for further
research.
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Essays

Identities

The Junkie

Cedric de Leon
Providence College



Page 64

Trajectories Identities

Spring 2015 · Vol 26 · No 2

I stumbled on a passage in
Barrington Moore's Social
Origins of Dictatorship and
Democracy (1966) that I
disagreed with completely.
Having found my voice, I
developed my own puzzle: why
did American workers, who had
been fierce critics of wage
dependency, reorganize in
support of liberal capitalist
democracy in the mid-
nineteenth century only to
reject it shortly thereafter? That
puzzle remains unchanged after
all these years...
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Emily Erikson

Yale University
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I eventually read a book called
The Gray Book...It so frustrated
me that I definitely decided
against that world of arts and
literature and began the
application process for graduate
school the next day.
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Book Reviews

Culling the Masses:
the democratic origins of racist
immigration policy in the Americas
Harvard University Press

David Scott FitzGerald & David Cook-Martin

César Ayala
University of California – Los Angeles
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In states in which the will of the
internal forces of society are
relayed efficiently to the state,
as in the case of democracies or
populist/corporatist regimes
that can transfer the demands
of labor movements to the
state, pressures for selectivity
of migrants started earlier, have
been more salient, and have
lasted longer. In societies in
which the efficiency of the relay
of the will of civil society to the
state has been weakest, or in
which oligarchies have
determined immigration policy,
racist immigrant exclusion has
been weaker. So democracy has,
overall, been positively
associated with ethnoracial
immigrant selectivity and racist
exclusion.
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Sara Wallace Goodman
University of California, Irvine
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Ali R. Chaudhary
University of Oxford

...citizenship is required in
modern nation-states not
merely to identify occupants but
also to effectively allocate
resources. Here, then, I would
push the authors to think about
a finer distinction between
assimilability as a criterion for
immigration (entry) versus
citizenship (membership), the
latter of which is prevalently
practiced.
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New Publications

Articles and Book

Chapters
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New Publications

Books and Edited Volumes

Social Systems Theory and
Judicial Review: Taking
Jurisprudence Seriously
Ashgate, 2015

Katayoun Baghai

Lynched: The Victims of Southern
Mob Violence
The University of North Carolina Press,

2015

Amy Kate Bailey and Stewart E.
Tolnay
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Radicals, Revolutionaries, and
Terrorists
Polity Press, 2015

Colin J. Beck

Radicals in America: The U.S.
Left since the Second World War
Cambridge University Press, 2015

Howard Brick and Christopher
Phelps

Transcending Capitalism: Visions
of a New Society in Modern
American Thought
Cornell University Press, 2015

(paperback)

Howard Brick



Page 78

Trajectories New Publications

Spring 2015 · Vol 26 · No 2

A New Insurgency: The Port
Huron Statement and Its Times
Maize Books, 2015

Howard Brick and Gregory Parker
(eds.)

Do-It-Yourself Democracy: The
Rise of the Public Engagement
Industry
Oxford Univeristy Press, 2015

Caroline W. Lee
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The Origins of Right to Work:
Antilabor Democracy in
Nineteenth-Century Chicago
Cornell University Press, 2015

Cedric de Leon

Building Blocs: How Parties
Organize Society
Stanford University Press, 2015

Cedric de Leon, Manali Desai, Cihan
Tuğal (eds.)
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The Iron Cage of Liberalism:
International Politics and
Unarmed Revolutions in the
Middle East and North Africa
Oxford University Press, 2015

Daniel P. Ritter Transnational Trajectories in East
Asia: Nation, Citizenship, and
Region
Routledge, 2015

Yasemin Nuhoglu Soysal (ed.)
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The Barrington Moore
Book Award

Charles Tilly Best Article
Award

Theda Skocpol
Dissertation Award

Reinhard Bendix Student
Paper Award

Section News

Section Awards and Other
Announcements
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Call for Proposals

Call for Submissions

Other Awards
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PhDs on the Market

Aliza Luft
University of Wisconsin-Madison
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Shai Dromi
Yale University

PhDs on the Market
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Coming up in
the next issue of

Can Comparative Historical Sociology Save the World?
The debate continues following the ASA

Annual Meeting in Chicago

A new book symposium on:
The Cultural Revolution

at the Margins
by Yiching Wu

And Much
More!




