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Comparative-Historical Perspectives on European Populism

...populism is not going away
anytime soon—even if populist
challengers lose elections—
because the problems that
austerity, migration and security
have generated remain unsolved.
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The F-Word and the French
National Front

Dorit Geva
Central European University; and EURIAS
Fellow, Collegium de Lyon
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Comparative-Historical Perspectives on European Populism

Ireland in Europe: Best Child in
the Class or Canary in the
Coalmine?

Seán Ó Riain
National University of Ireland, Maynooth
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Comparative-Historical Perspectives on European Populism

Is De-democratization the
Future of Central and Eastern
Europe?

Besnik Pula
Virginia Tech

For both domestic and
external reasons, Ireland may
need the European project to
revitalise itself, just as much
as the countries racked by
political turmoil in the core.
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Comparative-Historical Perspectives on European Populism

Finding scapegoats to blame for
the new insecurities of neoliberal
globalization is the specialty of
ethnonationalist parties who fill
the void left by a sclerotic EU and
the political ineptitude and
unimaginativeness of mainstream
parties who for a long time saw
their chief task to be doing the
local bidding for Brussels.
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How Societies and States Count

Book Symposium

Comments on Antecedents of
Censuses and Changes in
Censuses

Daniel Hirschman
Brown University

The Antecedents of Censuses
from Medieval to Nation States

Changes in Censuses from
Imperialist to Welfare States
How Societies and States Count, Vols. I & II
Palgrave Macmillan

Rebecca Jean Emigh, Dylan Riley &

Patricia Ahmed
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How Societies and States Count

My biggest concern is the binary
around which the entire
argument is framed: state vs.
society. This binary tends to
overly dichotomize and reify two
very blurry entities.
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How Societies and States Count

...the books focus very single-
mindedly on censuses. And yet,
I think this focus may weaken
their ability to make some of
their strongest theoretical
claims that relate back to the
broader question of states’
capacity to gather information.
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How Societies and States Count

Comments on How Societies
and States Count

Mara Loveman
University of California, Berkeley
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How Societies and States Count

...the historical case studies are
undeniably well-researched and
interesting; and the general
explanatory model is general
enough and flexible enough to
be somewhat hard to argue
against. And yet, I find that I am
still left with a long list of
questions that, to my mind,
need to be clarified or
elaborated in order to fully
appreciate the challenge posed
by these works to existing
scholarship on census history
and historical state formation.
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Comments on How Societies
and States Count

G. Cristina Mora
University of California, Berkeley
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How Societies and States
Count: Five Variations

Jacob Foster
University of California, Los Angeles
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How Societies and States Count

HSSC’s fusion of comparative
and genealogical methods
points toward a new mode of
comparative-historical analysis,
one that can address this more
nuanced (and empirically
adequate) view of path-
dependence. Call this a
“phylogenetic” method, to
borrow a term from evolutionary
biology.
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How Societies and States Count

The Census and its
Antecedents

Corey Tazzara
Scripps College
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How Societies and States Count

The major thrust of their
argument is to socialize both
the knowledge and the process
of gathering demographic
information...that seems
persuasive, but it does make me
wonder how they would situate
the role of states in this
process.
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How Societies and States Count

Comments on How Societies
and States Count

Tong Lam
University of Toronto
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How Societies and States Count

The authors have done an
admirable job of bringing
multiple sets of historical data
together. Their aspirations to
present a somewhat universal
model for making sense of
census practices across time
and space is also commendable.
However, for those of us who
study the “rest of the world,”
we rarely would have the
confidence to make such a
generalization.
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The Past and Future of
Censuses: Reflections on How
Societies and States Count

Jean-Guy Prévost
Université du Québec à Montréal
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How Societies and States Count

Comments on How Societies
and States Count

Emily Klancher Merchant
University of California, Davis
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How Societies and States Count

...I found that the scientific
categories used by the authors,
who are sociologists, did not
quite line up either with the lay
categories at my disposal or
with the scientific categories I
use as a historian.
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How Societies and States Count

The long time span of the books
emphasizes that information
gathering did not originate with
states in the historical sense;
rather, censuses drew from and
built on earlier modes of data
collection that originated in the
social domain. But this long time
span also obscures very real
ruptures that accompanied the
first censuses in the United
States, the United Kingdom, and
Italy.
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How Societies and States Count

Reply to Critics

Rebecca Jean Emigh
University of California, Los Angeles

Dylan Riley
University of California, Berkeley

Patricia Ahmed
South Dakota State University
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...censuses are not an inevitable
product of state formation nor is
state formation an automatic
product of censuses. Instead, it
is an empirical question as to
whether state formation
produces census formation (or
vice versa).
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We...disagree...that we
classified all actors
dichotomously as state or social
ones. In fact, we considered
extensively the nature of the
relation of actors in these
domains by borrowing the
mechanisms of co-option,
usurpation, imitation, and
innovation from Loveman.
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How Societies and States Count

Our claim is that a survey
instrument can produce
knowledge from that instrument
only to the extent to which
populations can answer the
questions that the survey is
asking. Thus, both state and
social actors, must in some
sense, “know” the same
information for it to be compiled
and widely accepted as useful
social knowledge.
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Julian Go’s World: Postcolonial
thought, Social Theory, and
Human Liberation.

Aldon Morris
Northwestern University

Postcolonial Thought and
Social Theory
Oxford University Press

Julian Go

Book Symposium
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Postcolonial Thought and Social Theory

The idea of starting on the
ground is problematic. Where is
the ground? It is true that the
subjugated stands on its unique
grounds. Likewise, the powerful
stands on its grounds. Yet, the
powerful have experiences and
practices as do the dominated.
Therefore, rather than always
starting on the ground of the
dominated, would it not be
theoretically fruitful to
investigate the grounds of the
subjugated and powerful
simultaneously, constantly
comparing and reworking each
perspective in pursuit of
theoretical synthesis?
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Postcolonial Thought and Social Theory

Towards an Ungovernable
Social Theory: Postcolonial
Thought, Social Theory and the
Coloniality of the Present

Zine Magubane
Boston College
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Postcolonial Thought and Social Theory

Whereas the postcolonial theorist
from whom he drew inspiration
wrote polemically, Go’s text is a
model of social scientific restraint.
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Postcolonial Thought and Social Theory

I would like to suggest that
there is a particular urgency to
having race theory undergo the
kind of radical upheaval that
Go’s work provides an opening
for. How much of it will survive
the disruption is an open
question.
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Comments on Julian Go’s
Postcolonial Thought and
Social Theory

Marco Garrido
University of Chicago
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Postcolonial Thought and Social Theory

To the extent that there is a
subaltern standpoint, it does
not consist in the repudiation of
“Western” categories. It does
not consist in the invocation of
new, “indigenous” categories.
These are the gestures an
analyst makes in the name of
the subaltern. Difference
becomes knowledge not in the
form of new categories but in
the re-inflection of familiar
ones.
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The long argument postcolonial
thought has been having with
“Western” thinkers is, as I think
Go shows, a sympathetic one. It
is not aimed at proving them
wrong but at showing that they
did not go far enough in
pursuing the spirit and promise
of the Enlightenment beyond
their shores, and even beyond
their stations.
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Postcolonial Thought and Social Theory

Postcolonial Historical
Sociology? A Reply to Garrido,
Magubane, and Morris

Julian Go
Boston University
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In short, this is the problem:
social theory embeds the
culture of imperialism;
postcolonial thought manifests
critiques of empire. Social
theory comes from the center of
modern empire and was part of
the imperial episteme;
postcolonial thought rose from
its margins and offers sustained
critiques of imperial formations
while envisioning post-imperial
futures. This basic tension has
more current manifestations.
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My proposal rests upon the
assumption that all standpoints
have the capacity to produce
knowledge, just that they each
offer only partial knowledge
They are like different maps of a
city: a map of the subway
system tells us something about
the city but not everything,
while a map of the streets tells
us something different (but also
not everything). In this sense,
the subaltern standpoint is
theoretically equivalent with the
imperial standpoint: both are
socially-situated, both are
partial and yet (potentially)
objective.
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In the book, I suggest that one
benefit of a subaltern
standpoint approach is not just
to find new categories and
concerns upon which to mount
our postcolonial sociologies but
also to push at the limits of
seemingly universal knowledge
– to draw the boundaries of the
imperial standpoint from the
standpoint of the particular.
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What is it about the subfield of
comparative-historical sociology
that has rendered it, like critical
race theory and like other
sectors of social thought,
immune to postcolonial
thought? And might that change
in the near future?
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Partisans and Partners
The Politics of the Post-Keynesian Society
University of Chicago Press

Josh Pacewicz

Book Symposium

Partisans and Partners:
Perceptive, Prescient, and
Pessimistic

Elizabeth Popp Berman
University at Albany, SUNY
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Partisans and Partners

The power of labor and the
power of traditional business
were both in decline even
before the funding mechanism
changed—a power vacuum was
already opening up. And power
brokers would have had to work
hard to lure new businesses in,
even without the change in
federal financing. So I wonder
whether the emphasis on
neoliberal policies specifically—
versus broader political-
economic transformations—is
misplaced.
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Comments on Partisans and
Partners

Michael McQuarrie
London School of Economics
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How does the partisans/partners
division map onto the opposition
between indoor and outdoor
politics, or partisan action vs.
nonprofits or civic action? To
sustain itself as a general
narrative, which I think is
plausible for a number of cities,
there probably needs to be a
stronger explanation of how this
works in cities that have
different political cultures from
those in the cities he studies.
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Reply to Critics

Josh Pacewicz
Brown University
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Partisans and Partners

I see this as the right starting
point for the book: what
happened in local governance
that led local elites to cede
control of grassroots politics to
weekend activists?
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[T]he book is about political
economy, not politics or the
economy (so I agree that
political-economic
transformations are what should
be central to the story). The
book is also not about federal
policy transformation per se,
but about how policy
transformation changes
community governance and
ultimately people’s political
intuitions.
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...swings like those between
2012 and 2016 are just 21st
Century American politics as
usual. That is, many peoples’
political intuitions do not run
the gamut from left to right, so
much as from partner to
partisan/populist—so Obama
and Trump are both normal and
expected electoral outcomes
(and, as traditional voters
continue to die off, will become
more so).
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Working Group Spotlight

Section News

Spotlight: Comparative
Historical Sociology Section
Working Groups

Editor's Introduction

Marilyn Grell-Brisk
Université de Neuchâtel

Carbon Tax Problem-Solving
Working Group

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1myGlNGAFSaxu4XtMfcZPCh1xUQrN7FN0n98l68cPLfI/edit
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Working Group Spotlight

The Tax Reform Problem-
Solving Working Group
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New Publications

Books and Edited Volumes

Neoliberal Apartheid:
Palestine/Israel and South Africa
after 1994
University of Chicago Press, 2017

Andy Clarno

Modernity and the Jews in
Western Social Thought
University of Chicago Press, 2017

Chad Alan Goldberg
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New Publications

A Social Revolution: Politics and
the Welfare State in Iran
University of California Press, 2017

Kevan Harris

Innovation in Science and
Organizational Renewal:
Historical and Sociological
Perspectives
Palgrave Macmillan, 2016

Thomas Heinze and Richard Munch
(Eds.)
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New Publications

Breaking the WTO: How Emerging
Powers Disrupted the Neoliberal
Project
Stanford University Press, 2016

Kristen Hopewell

Intimate Interventions in Global
Health: Family Planning and HIV
Prevention in Sub-Saharan Africa
Cambridge University Press, 2017

Rachel Sullivan Robinson
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New Publications

Doing Violence, Making Race:
Lynching and White Racial Group
Formation in the U.S. South,
1882-1930
Routledge, 2017

Mattias Smångs

What is an Event?
University of Chicago Press, 2017

Robin Wagner-Pacifici
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New Publications

Articles &

Book Chapters
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SECTION MEMBERSHIP
RECRUITMENT DRIVE

DEMOCRACY CONVENTION III

Section News

News and Section
Announcements




