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“Great Disorder under
Heaven”: The Crisis of the
Global State System
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Max Planck Institute for the Study of
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The new political and social
cleavage that seems about to
immobilize the politics of
advanced capitalist democracy
tends to come with, and to be
reinforced by, a growing division
between the big, often “global”
cities on the one hand and their
surrounding countryside on the
other. That division is not only
about incomes, with cities being
the new growth pole of post-
industrial society, but also about
cultural and social values.
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Can We Have Globalization
without the US?

Ho-Fung Hung
Johns Hopkins University
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If the world is resolved to
pursuing globalization without
the US, we will need to first
find consumers to replace
American consumers...To push
for globalization without the
US, many export-oriented
countries will have to
undertake fundamental
economic restructuring to lift
the consumption share of the
economy.
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A Road to Peace in West Asia

Mishaal Al Gergawi
Delma Institute, Abu Dhabi
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Collective Investment,
Neoliberal Fragility, and the
United States

Monica Prasad
Northwestern University
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...I argue that the main problem
causing lower economic growth
is neoliberalism, that what the
people think matters, and that
the people do not like
neoliberalism.
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China’s Coming Crisis

Jack Goldstone
George Mason University

The China Boom
Why China Will Not Rule the World
Columbia University Press

Ho-Fung Hung
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To avoid disaster, China would
have to let state-directed firms
fail, redirect credit to private
enterprises, reduce ineffective
state investments, and
encourage private consumption.
Yet this is impossible while
maintaining strict central
government control, as the
resulting unemployment,
discrediting of state firms, and
pushing economic activity out of
state hands would undermine
the Communist regime.
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On The China Boom

Richard Lachmann
University at Albany - SUNY
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Ho-fung shows the limits and
contradictions of the export-
oriented strategy China has
employed in recent years in an
effort to sustain its high rate of
growth by undercutting
international competitors with
low wages and a lack of
environmental laws.
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China in Latin Americanist
Perspective: Three Exercises in
Comparison

James Mahoney
Northwestern University
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...when seen in a Latin
Americanist perspective, Hung’s
work suggests a broad
hypothesis about the
importance of state policy and
institutions for the creation of
entrepreneurial elites during
historically critical moments.
Effective capitalism may well
require a bourgeois actor to
spur it forward. But that actor
is born out of institutions
created by the state at an
appropriate historical time.
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Dingxin Zhao
University of Chicago
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In many ways, this is a timely
book because China is currently
facing a serious and prolonged
economic slowdown and some
“predictions” of the book have
already become a reality. If I
were compelled to offer a
critique, I would say that Hung’s
book has neglected the role of
ideologies and culture in the
analysis.
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From Boom to Bust to Blade
Runner?: A Response to Critics

Ho-fung Hung
Johns Hopkins University
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...while Mao-era development
equipped China with an
educated, healthy rural
workforce, decent infrastructure
and industrial base, as well as
low external debt, it was China’s
global and neoliberal turn in the
1980s that drew foreign capital
into China to take advantage of
these Maoist legacies,
unleashing a capitalist boom.
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...there are two reasons why
China will not rule the world. At
the global level, China lacks the
will to pursue this role. At the
regional level, China has the will
to rule but lacks the necessary
capacity to do so. China’s
pursuit of regional hegemony
despite its limited capability is
going to be a source of
geopolitical tension in Asia.
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Conference Report

Introduction

Kim Voss
University of California, Berkeley

Laura K. Nelson
Northeastern University and University of
California, Berkeley

Digitized (Big) Data and
Comparative Historical
Sociology
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A Nail Gun or a Machine Gun?
Will Big Data Tools Radically
Reshape Historical Sociology?

Charles Seguin
University of Arizona
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My bet is that realizing the
potential of computational
sociology in general, and in
historical sociology in particular,
will involve a steady piecemeal
incorporation of computational
methods to meet the goals we
already have and augment the
methods we already use. Of
course, many soldiers have died
because their commanders did
not understand what the new
hardware could do, or were tied
to old techniques out of nostalgia,
“fighting the last war.”
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Big Data: Challenges and
Opportunities for Comparative
Historical Sociology

Bart Bonikowski
Harvard University

It is time for sociology, which
has lagged behind other fields
in adapting to this reality, to
move past abstract programmatic
debates and begin developing
best practices for carrying out
and evaluating big data research.
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Tools for Historical
Sociologists

Christopher Muller
University of California, Berkeley
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What would have taken me
weeks took only two days in the
archive.
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Computational Methods,
Meaning, and Comparative
Historical Sociology

Laura K. Nelson
Northeastern University and University of
California, Berkeley
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These methods, when grounded
in the theoretical and
methodological knowledge built
by sociologists, can increase our
understanding of the historical
embeddedness of processes and
practices, they can open up new
avenues to interpretive
understandings of meaning, and
they can preserve the passion in
our craft—both in our object of
study and ourselves.
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Op-Ed Corner

Editor's Introduction

Victoria Reyes
University of Michigan & University of
California, Riverside

Trump’s Economic Nationalism

Peter Evans
University of California, Berkeley (Emeritus)
& Watson Institute for International and
Public Affairs, Brown University

Trump, Trade, and Economic
Nationalism
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We care about Trump’s
economic nationalism, not
because of its likely trade
effects, but because of its
potentially powerful political
and ideological effects, both
domestically and internationally.
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Don’t Believe the Hype: Trump
Will be No Friend to Labor

Jon Shefner
University of Tennessee
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..we must understand NAFTA as
one of many forces that have
assaulted US and Mexican
workers, many of which predate
NAFTA, and others which came
later.
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The Great Confusion: NAFTA,
TPP, and Trump’s Dislike of
Free Trade Agreements

Francesco Duina
Bates College



Page 43

Trajectories Trump, Trade, and Economic Nationalism

Winter 2017 · Vol 28 · No 2



Page 44

Trajectories Working Group Spotlight

Winter 2017 · Vol 28 · No 2

Section News

Spotlight: Comparative
Historical Sociology Section
Working Groups

Editor's Introduction

Marilyn Grell-Brisk
Université de Neuchâtel

Terrorism

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1myGlNGAFSaxu4XtMfcZPCh1xUQrN7FN0n98l68cPLfI/edit
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Tribute

Bill McNeill: Patron of Big
History

David G. Christian
Macquarie University

William H. McNeill,
1917-2016
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The very simple idea that
contacts between strangers
created much of the synergy of
human history was developed
with delicacy, subtlety and power.
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William H. McNeill: Lucretius
and Moses in World History

Patrick Manning
University of Pittsburg
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McNeill rejected the notion of
abstract, eternal truth, but
affirmed the existence of
general historical truths that
can be established, though with
variability. He urged historians
to get beyond their dedication
to written texts, and make
space for combination with
myth, to get closer to historical
truth. In McNeill’s view, at least,
the historians listened politely
and gave no response.
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FULBRIGHT / EHESS POST-
DOCTORAL GRANT (JUNIOR
RESEARCH)

FACULTY ALLIES INITIATIVE

Section News

News and Section
Announcements
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Coming up in
the next issue of

A Feature on the 50th Anniversary of Barrington Moore's
Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy

New book symposia on:

Post-Colonial Thought & Social Theory
by Julian Go

How Societies and States Count
by Rebecca Emigh, Dylan Riley

and Patricia Ahmed

Partisans and Partners
by Josh Pacewicz

And Much
More!




